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(57) Abstract: An optical element 
so designed as to provide the 
transmittance of an incident ray of 
light that differs according to an 
incident angle of the incident ray 
of light and to reflect a shielded ray 
of light without absorbing it by a 
combination of at least one kind of 
a reflection polarizer (a) laminated 
in al least two layers and a least one 
kind of phase difference layer (b) that 
changes polarization characteristics 
and is laminated in at least one layer 
between the reflection polarizers (a), 
wherein at lest one layer of reflection 

^= polarizer (a) is a circularly polarized 

5S type reflection polarizer (al) that 

zzn transmits a certain circularly polarlized light and selectively reflects a reverse circularly polarized light, least one layer of reflection 
, polarizer (a) is a linearly polarized type reflection polarizer (a2) that transmits one of orthogonal linearly polarized lights and 
^ selectively reflects the other, and a phase difference layer (b) is a layer (bl) having a phase difference value of al least A/8 to 
^ an incident light having a front phase difference (normal direction) of about A/4 and having entered inclined at least 30° with 
<—*s respect to a normal direction. Such an optical element can effectively shield a transmitted light produced from an inclined-direction 
0\ incident ray of light and prevent coloring. 
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